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WEsT CoAasT TRAIL UNIT

The West Coast Trail (WCT) is one of three units of Pacific
Rim National Park Reserve (PRNPR), administered by
Parks Canada. Pacific Rim protects and presents the
coastal temperate rainforest, near shore waters and
cultural heritage of Vancouver Island’s west coast as part
of Canada’s national park system.

WEST COAST TRAIL POLICY AND PROCEDURES
The WCT is open from May 1 to September 30. The
trail is closed October 1 to April 30 due to frequent and
prolonged periods of heavy rain, strong winds, high tides,
large waves and short days. The Park superintendent may
close the WCT at any time to address public safety,
environmental or operational concerns.

Peak season is July and August - to avoid crowds
schedule your trip during May, June or September.

Entrance points: Pachena Bay (north) and Gordon River
(south).

Exit points: Pachena Bay, Gordon River and Nitinat Lake.
Entrance or exit at any other point is not permitted unless
an evacuation is required.

Two ferry crossings are operated throughout the hiking
season: Gordon River and Nitinat Narrows (additional fees
apply).

Maximum group size: 10 hikers.

Pets and firearms are prohibited on the WCT.

All users must obtain a permit.

¢ Day users require a Day Use Permit.

e Overnight users require a WCT Overnight Use Permit

(a Park Use Fee applies). A quota system limits the number
of overnight users to 8000/ year.

OPTIONS FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT

1. Reservations can be made for the current year only.
Starting April 1st, contact Super Natural BC at:
604-435-5622  Greater Vancouver
1-800-435-5622 Canada and USA
250-387-1642  International

2. Standby spaces are available. Apply at West Coast Trail
Information Centres.

3. Hike with a commercial group: obtain a list of operators
from the national park.

4. Schools, non-profit groups and commercial operators:
contact the national park shool and commercial
group coordinator.

For detailed and essential pre-trip planning information:

Pacific Rim National Park Reserve

2185 Ocean Terrace Rd.

P.O. Box 280

Ucluelet, BC, VOR 3A0 Canada

Phone: 250-726-7721  Fax: 250- 726-4720

Email: pacrim.info@pc.gc.ca

Website: http://www.pc.gc.ca/ pacificrim

Parks Canada: Protecting and Presenting
Canada’s Heritage — For All People —For All Time



